SOMEONE ELSE

A film by Col Spector

Starring Stephen Mangan | Susan Lynch | Lara Belmont | Chris Coghill
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Thirtysomething photographer David (Stephen Mangan) has for some time been happily dating Lisa (Susan Lynch)... but increasingly he’s dreaming of Nina (The War Zone’s Lara Belmont), a tempestuous free spirit who seems to represent everything his loving, stable girlfriend is not. So what’s a man to do? From this all-too-familiar premise first-time writer/director Spector has crafted a funny, sad, and above all discomfortingly honest look at the male gender’s seemingly infinite capacity for self-deception – superbly performed by a talented ensemble cast, and directed with admirable economy and confidence. This well-crafted British independent might, if you’re a bloke, have you  looking awkwardly at your shoes and wondering how someone got inside your head to find this stuff out....
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CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES

STEPHEN MANGAN - David

After graduating from RADA Stephen was cast as Adrian Mole in the BBC’s The Cappuccino Years. His recent screen credits include Festival, An Hour In Paradise, and Confetti. Television appearances include I’m Alan Partridge (playing Alan’s doppelganger Dan Moodly), Jack Rosenthal’s Ready When You Are Mr McGill, and most recently as Guy Secratan in Green Wing. 

SUSAN LYNCH - Lisa

An established stage actress, Susan has starred in numerous films. She won an Irish Film and Television Award as Best Actress for her starring role as James Joyce’s wife in Nora (playing alongside Ewan McGregor). She also appeared alongside Rachel Weisz in the comedy thriller Beautiful Creatures, as well as Waking Ned, The Secret of Roan Inish, 16 Years of Alcohol, From Hell (with Johnny Depp), and Mickybo & Me.
LARA BELMONT - Nina

Lara was described by Tim Roth as the new Ingrid Bergman when he cast her in the lead role of Jessie in The War Zone, her screen debut. Her performance alongside Ray Winstone and Tilda Swinton won her the Best Newcomer Award at BIFA. She has since appeared in Long Time Dead, Henry VIII and the BBC’s Crime & Punishment.

CHRIS COGHILL – Matt

Chris Coghill is recognisable from his roles in Shameless and Hotel Bablyon and played Bez in 24 Hour Party People.

SHAUN DINGWALL – Michael

Shaun Dingwall has appeared in numerous TV and film productions including The Long Firm and Colour Me Kubrick but is now recognised by millions of viewers as Pete Tyler, Rose’s dad in the Doctor Who series.

JOHN HENSHAW – Paul

John Henshaw was most recently seen as John Prescott in ITV’s Confessions of a Diary Secretary and is known best for his TV roles in the series’ Born & Bred and Early Doors. John recently finished making Grow Your Own for the BBC and Warp Films and he is currently shooting Small Time for BBC3.

Writer / Director |  Col Spector

After graduating in film & television from the London College of Printing Col worked for the BBC where he directed short comedies for children’s television and a number of critically acclaimed arts documentaries. He then wrote and directed the award-winning short New Year’s Eve starring Keira Knightley and subsequently signed to RSA Films as a commercials director. Someone Else is his first feature. He has just written his follow-up: Marriage Material - a comedy about love and betrayal.

Producer / Collaborating Writer | Radha Chakraborty

Radha Chakraborty is a partner at Towers Perrin. Having written for a number of years, she was associate producer and script editor on New Years Eve, starring Stephen Mangan and Keira Knightley, and producer and collaborating writer on Someone Else.
Director of Photography | Trevor Forrest

Trevor graduated with a 1st class degree in fine art and then went on to develop a strong porfolio of stills working with internationally renowned photographers such as Nick Knight. Following that he went into film working on shorts and commercials. Someone Else is Trevor’s second feature film. 

INTERVIEW WITH COL SPECTOR

How long did the shoot take and what was the budget?
The budget of £150,000 was raised privately then it was a case of begging, borrowing and cashing in on a life-time of favours to get it made. It was shot over 18 days in December 2004. 

What started off the idea for Someone Else?
Someone Else evolved out of a short that I made with Stephen Mangan and Keira Knightley in 2002 called New Year’s Eve. That film is basically a new year’s eve party - with Stephen being kicked out of it at the end by his supposed friend. And so in the movie there is a re-working of the short. But the most important thing about making the short was the ability to explore my own comedy writing style as well as seeing what Stephen Mangan was capable of in terms of the subtleties of his comedy and acting. So the movie was then written with Stephen in mind. 

The actual kernel of the idea for Someone Else came from a short film script I wrote but never made about a man who has to choose between two women and who in the end loses them both.

The producer Radha helped you write the script – how did you find that process and how easy is it to work with someone else?

Radha was both producer and collaborating writer on the film. What was so wonderful about working with a woman on a relationships film is that it meant that the script was true to men and women. I’m often aware when I’m watching a film that it’s been written by a bloke. For me it was invaluable having someone who can not only be a second voice on the script but who can keep the yin rolling with the yang.

How did you get your cast together? Did you have the people in mind when you were writing it?

The lead role was written for Stephen Mangan. John Henshaw was someone who I’ve always loved and who I knew I wanted as I was writing the script. On the casting I worked with the casting director Chloe Emmerson. I was blown away by her casting on Pawel Pawlikowski’s “Last Resort” which was for me an example of sublime casting. We left it up to Chloe to suggest the rest of the cast. Lara Belmont she’d discovered for Tim Roth’s “War Zone”. Susan Lynch was always our first choice to play Lisa after Chloe suggested her and she didn’t disappoint. The part of Matt took quite a long time to find, but when Chris Coghill walked in the door we knew we’d found our man. Shaun Dingwall was a surprisingly gifted improviser and sparred brilliantly off Stephen. I think I got very lucky on the cast.


Your film has been described as a north London Manhattan – what do you think prompts those comparisons?
I’m guessing that what probably prompts the Manhattan comparison is that there’s a vaguely similar aesthetic – with a Gordon Willis (Allen’s DoP) influence to how we shot it – keeping the camera at chest-height and a similar reliance on master shots. Also I think that thematically there’s the idea of a man who leaves a girl who loves him for someone else then he regrets leaving her. Musically however I favoured Gary Barlow over George Gershwin.

What are you working on next?
I’ve just written a new script called Marriage Material that I’m very proud of and desperate to start working on. It’s a comedy about a guy who’s been betrayed in love who tries to change his life and find happiness. 

CAST

Lara BELMONT … Nina

Chris COGHILL  … Matt

Shaun DINGWALL … Michael

Lydia FOX … Matt’s girl

Bridget FRY … Jane

John HENSHAW … Paul

Susan LYNCH … Lisa

Stephen MANGAN … David

Frank PEROZO … Alex

Lydia PIECHOWIAK … Stephanie

Isobel PRAVDA … Bianca

CREW

Director … Col Spector

Producer … Radha Chakraborty 

Screenwriters: Col Spector & Radha Chakraborty

Cinematography … Trevor Forrest

Film Editor … Matthew McKinnon

Casting … Chloe Emmerson

Production Design … Clive Howard

Costume Design … Greg Fay

Sound … Ronald Bailey 

